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THE REPORT RELATES TO THE YEARS 2003-2004 AND TO THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC AS THE CONTRACTING PARTY OF THE BERN CONVENTION

Introduction:

The Slovak Republic is the contracting party to the Bern Convention since January 1997.

The national legislation relevant for implementation of the Bern Convention in the period covered by the Biennal report (2003-2004):

· Act  No. 543/2002 Coll. on Nature and Landscape Protection as amended;
· Order No. 24/2003 Coll. by which is executed the Act No. 543/2002 Coll. (valid since February 1st,  2003);
· Order No. 93/1999 Coll. on Protected Plants and Protected Animals and on Societal Assessment of Protected Plants, Protected Animals and Timber Species (valid till February 2003);
· Act No. 237/2002 Coll. on Trade on Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora and on the Amending and Complementing of certain Acts as amended (valid since July 2002);
· Order No. 346/2002 Coll. to implement some provisions of the Act No. 237/2002 Coll. (valid since July 2002); 

· Act No. 127/2004 Coll. on Environmental Impact Assessment as amended;
· Act No. 23/1962 Coll. on Hunting as amended;
· Order No. 172/1975 Coll. as amended;
· Act No. 139/2002 Coll. on Fishing;
· Order No. 283/2002 Coll. on Fishing;
· Act No. 364/2004 Coll. on Water Protection;
The following authority is competent to report on derogations issued according to the Article 9 of the Bern Convention:

The Ministry of Environment of the Slovak Republic

Department of Nature and Landscape Protection

(Námestie Ľ. Štúra 1, 812 35 Bratislava 2, Slovakia)
Data has been compiled in cooperation with the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic (the expert body of the Ministry for nature protection) and collected also from 8 regional environmental offices (that have specified responsibilities with respect to approve the research/survey of protected parts of nature and landscape and to issue exceptions from the territorial/species protection).

Bratislava, October 31st, 2005
1. EXCEPTIONS CONCERNING STRICTLY PROTECTED FLORA SPECIES
Tab. 1.1 (2003)
	Name of the species
	
	Number of licences
	
	Number of specimens (if practical)
	
	Reasons for issuing of licences

	
	Impact on population

	Campanula abietina
	
	1
	
	Maximum 5
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number


	Colchicum arenarium
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Ferula sadleriana
	
	2
	
	Seeds
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Daphne arbuscula
	
	3
	
	Maximum 5
Twigs, Seeds
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Draco-cephalum austriacaum
	
	2
	
	?

Seeds  and 
Leaves
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Onosma tornensis
	
	3
	
	Seeds
Parts of plants
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla grandis
	
	2
	
	Maximum 5
Seeds
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla patens
	
	1
	
	Seeds
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla slavica
	
	3
	
	Maximum 5
Maximum 5

100g of dried drug
	
	A (research)

B (plant therapy)
	
	Small number

	Liparis loeselii
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (research,  monitoring  of population)
	
	Small number

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


 Tab. 1.2 (2004)

	Name of the species
	
	Number of licences
	
	Number of specimens (if practical)
	
	Reasons for issuing of licences

	
	Impact on population

	Pulsatilla grandis
	
	2
	
	Maximum 3
?
	
	A (research, monitoring  of population)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla grandis
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (monitoring of abundance and vitality of population)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla patens
	
	1
	
	Seeds
Maximum 3
	
	A (research)
	
	Small number

	Pulsatilla slavica
	
	2
	
	Maximum 5
	
	A
(research)
	
	Small number

	Liparis loeselii
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (research,   monitoring of population)
	
	Small number

	Cypripedium calceolus
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (monitoring of abundance and vitality of population)
	
	Small number

	Plants
	
	1
	
	?
	
	A (research of flora in the protected area)
	
	Small number


Note:

Approvals are often issued for the sake of making inventory of species occurring in the specified area. In these cases the applicant does not ask to permit collect the concrete species but of the order or family. Therefore in the tables (in the part 1, 2 and 4) of this report there are indications of these exceptions (without stating which species are concerned), in many of these cases the exception does not concern the species listed in the appendices of the Bern Convention. 

 2.
EXCEPTIONS CONCERNING STRICTLY PROTECTED FAUNA SPECIES (APPENDIX II)

   Tab 2.1 (2003)
	Name of species
	No. of licences
	No. of individuals (if practical)
	Action permitted (a to f)
	Reason (i to v)
	Means of killing/ capture
	Impact on population

	Mammals

	Lutra lutra
	6
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Monitoring,
Collection of data,
	None

	Spermophyllus citellus
	2
	?
	d
	i, iii
	Inventory research, snares
	None (after inventory released)

	Canis lupus
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Monitoring, collection of data on occurrence of animals 
	None

	Ursus arctos
	3
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Monitoring, collection of data on occurrence of animals 
	None

	Felis sylvestris
	3
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Monitoring, collection of data on occurrence of  animals
	None

	Birds

	Crex crex
	5
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Capturing on acoustic record, bird ringing, visual observation
	None (rereleased after ringing)

	Falco peregrinus, Falco cherrug, Falco vespertinus, Ayuila heliaca, Circus pygargus, Otis tarda
	1
	?
	c, d, e
	iv
	Visual observation, collection and analysis of  eggs, monitoring of  nesting pairs´s  productivity 
	None

	Aquila chrysaetos, Falco peregrinus, Tichodroma muraria
	1
	?
	d
	i
	Visual observation
	None

	Aquila heliaca, Falco vespetinus, Falco cherrug, Coracias garrulus, Otus scops, Circus pygargus
	1
	?
	d  
	iii, iv
	Play-acting of  birds (making of a film)
	None

	Delichon urbica, Hirundo rustica


	1
	?
	d
	iii
	Destroying of nests during nesting period in the Sliač airport area
	None

	Pernis apivorus, Milvus migrans, Milvus milvus, Circus aeroginosus, Circus pygargus, Accipiter gentilis, Accipiter nisus, Buteo buteo, Aquila pomarina, Aquila heliaca, Aquila chrysaetos, heliaeetus albicilla, Circaetus gallicus, Falco tinnunculus, Falco cherrug, Falco peregrinus, Falco subbuteo, Falco vespertinus, Tyto alba, Bubo bubo, Glaucidium passerinum, Athene noctua, Strix aluco, Strix uralensis, Asio flammeus, Asio otus, Aegolius funereus, Hieraaetus pennatus, Otus scops
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Capture, monitoring
	None 

	Merops apiaster
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Capture of birds into nets
	None

	Reptiles

	Lacerta viridis, Lacerta agilia, Podarcis muralis
	1
	5-10 
	a, b, c, d
	iv
	Capture and killing of individuals by hand, 
Morfometry analysis of populations
	None

	Reptiles 
	6
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Capture and release
	none

	Fish

	Pisces – species                     2                ?                     a, c, d              iv         capture and release None  

	Insects

	Parnassius apollo
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Visual observation,

capture by entomolo-gical net,

biometry of individuals 
	None (every specimen marked and  released)

	Lepidoptera
	9  
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Capture and       release
	None

	Orthoptera
	2 
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Collection and release
	None

	Odonata
	4
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Collection and release
	None

	Coleoptera
	8
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Collection and release
	None 


  Tab. 2.2 (2004)

	Name of species
	No. of  lice licences
	No. of individuals (if practical)
	Action permitted   (a to f)
	Reason (i to v)
	Means of killing/ capture
	Impact on population

	Mammals

	Ursus arctos
	61
	24
	a
	V
	Shooting
	None

	Ursus arctos
	15
	9
	a
	V
	Protective shooting
	None 

	Mammalia
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Visual observation
	None 

	Chiroptera
	2
	?
	c,d
	iv
	Capture with nets and release
	None

	Birds

	Emberiza cia
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Bird nets, collection of data on young in nests
	None

	Heliaeetus albicilla
	1
	?
	c, d, e
	iv
	Ringing of young, collection of  samples of blood and sterile eggs
	None 

	Bubo bubo
	1
	?
	d
	iii
	Disturbance during 2 blasts (in the quarry Maglovce)
	None 

	Delichon urbica, Hirundo rustica


	1
	?
	d
	iii
	Disturbance and flushing in the Piešťany airport area
	None

	Coracias garrulus, Heliaeetus albicilla
	1
	?
	d
	iv
	Visual observation
	None 

	Panurus biarmicus
	1
	?
	d
	iv
	Visual and acoustic observation
Capture into nets
	None 

(released)

	Reptile

	Lacerta viridis
	1
	?
	c, d
	iv
	Capture individually by hand and released 
	None 

	Reptiles

Lacerta viridis, Lacerta agilia, Podarcis muralis
	2
	?
	c
	iv
	Captured and released individuals after collection of ectoparasits from their bodies
	None 

	Emys orbicularis
	1
	?
	c
	iv
	Capture, marking and releasing of individuals 
	None 

	Butterflies

	Parnassius apollo
	1
	?
	c
	iv
	Capture by entomolo-gical net
	None (every specimen marked and  released)


3.
EXCEPTIONS CONCERNING FALCONRY
Name of species: Accipiter gentilis

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 65 individuals

Origin of birds:
97 % (59 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

2 % (2 individuals) imported

0 % (none) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 1600-1800 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: 2 individuals from Austria

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 
Name of species: Accipiter nisus

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 3 individuals

Origin of birds:
100 % (3 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

0 % (none) imported

0 % (none) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 1500-2000 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: none

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Aquila chrysaetos

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 24 individuals

Origin of birds:
13 % (3 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

17 % (4 individuals) imported

71 % (17 individuals) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 90 - 95 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: 5 individuals: 4 from Czech Republic, 1 from Germany

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Bubo bubo

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 5 individuals

Origin of birds:
20 % (1 individual) captured from the wild in the State

0 % (none) imported

80 % (4 individuals) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 300 - 400 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: none

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Buteo buteo

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 7 individuals

Origin of birds:
100 % (7 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

0 % (none) imported

0 % (none) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 5000 - 7000 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: none

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Falco cherrug

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 87 individuals

Origin of birds:
0 % (0 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

16 % (14 individuals) imported

84 % (73 individuals) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 10 - 40 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: 1 individual from Austria

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Falco peregrinus

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 50 individuals

Origin of birds:
0 % (0 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

30 % (15 individuals) imported

70 % (35 individuals) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 1 - 24 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: 1 individual from Austria

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

Name of species: Falco tinnunculus

Number of birds in captivity (after entry into force of the Convention): 6 individuals

Origin of birds:
100 % (6 individuals) captured from the wild in the State

0 % (none) imported

0 % (none) reared in captivity

Estimated population in the wild (in the State): 4000 - 6000 breeding pairs
Number of birds captured from the wild each year:

2003: none
2004: none

Number of birds imported (specify country of origin):

2003: none

2004: none

Means authorised for capture:

Controls involved:

Falconry is according to the hunting legislation allowed only for the members of the Slovak Club of Falconers. Owner (keeper) must have registration of each bird on regional authority of nature and landscape protection. Keeping of birds is controlled by the Slovak Environmental Inspection. Details on the evidence, marking and the evidence of the origin of the birds that are subject to falconry are specified in the Act No 237/2002 Coll. as amended and its Order No. 346/2002 Coll. 

4. EXCEPTIONS CONCERNING PROTECTED FAUNA SPECIES (APPENDIX III)

Table 4.1 (2003)
	Name of the species
	Exceptions made

	Birds

	Tetrao urogallus
	3 permissions for monitoring, mapping, collection of information on occurrence of species

	Tetrao tetrix
	1 permission for collection of information on occurrence of  species

	Numenius aarquata
	1 permission for commercial reason  (making a film)

	Tringa totanus
	1 permission for commercial reason (making a film)

	Vanellus vanellus
	1 permission for shooting of flocks of birds because of safety run of the Sliač airport

	Phalacrocorax carbo
	1 permission for killing of 40 specimen with aim to minimize damages in a fish stock

	Mammals

	Lynx lynx
	2 permissions for collection of information on occurrence of the species

	Castor fiber
	1 permission for visual observation, mapping of nesting territories

	Castor fiber
	1 permission for visual observation of distribution, mapping of species 

	Castor fiber
	1 permission for monitoring of population

	Marmota marmota
	1 permission for mapping and capturing into traps. Then released.

	Crustacea

	Astacus astacus
	1 permission for capture of 5 impregnated females with aim to establish an experimental artificial breeding

	Astacus astacus
	1 permission for capture of individuals for detection of their body proportions

	Austropotamobius torrentium
	1 permission for capture of individuals for detection of their body proportions



Table 4.2 (2004)

	Name of the species
	Exceptions made

	Aves

	Tetrao urogallus
	1 permission for monitoring

	Mammals

	Rupicapra rupicapra tatrica
	2 permissions for research 

	Reptiles

	Anguis fragilis
	1 permission for export of 10 specimen fixed in alcohol for research purposes into the USA

	Crustacea

	Astacus astacus
	1 permission for research of the population of Astacus astacus in the basin of the Krtíš Stream


Notes:

· In 2003-2004 (as a result of amending of hunting legislation– the Order No. 175/1972 Coll. and of adoption of the Order No. 24/2003 Coll.) the following species of the Appendix III, naturally occurring in Slovakia, were subject to “partial protection” (with stated hunting season or stated protected season respectively):

· Lepus capensis 
hunting season :

1.11. – 31.12.

· Martes foina




1.12. – 28./29. 2.

· Martes martes




1.12. – 28./29. 2.

· Meles meles




1.9. – 31.11.

· Putorius (Mustela) putorius


1.10. – 28./29.2.

· Cervus elaphus




1.9. – 31.12.

· Capreolus capreolus



1.9. – 30.11. females, 16.5.-30.9. – males

· Bonasa bonasa




1.10. – 15.11., males only

· Streptopelia decaocto



1.8. – 31.12.

· Fulica atra




1.10. – 16.1.

· Scolopax rusticola



16.3. –30. 4.

· Anser albifrons




16.10. – 15.1.

· Anser fabalis




16.10. – 15.1.

· Anser anser




16.10. – 15.1.

· Anas platyrynchos



16. 9. – 15.1. 

· Since April 2002 all species of the Appendix II and Appendix III were protected species according to the Act No. 139/2002 Coll. and Order No. 238/2002 Coll. and at the same time the following fish species naturally occurring in Slovakia were subject to the legislation of fishing:

· Acipenser ruthenus


protected 15.3.-31.5, length limit 45 cm

· Thymallus thymallus

protected 1.1. – 31.5., lenght limit 27 cm

· Hucho hucho


protected 1.1. – 31.10.*, lenght limit 70 cm

· Abramis ballerus


protected 15.3.-31.5., length limit 20 cm

· Abramis sapa


protected 15.3.-31.5., length limit 20 cm

· Aspius aspius


protected 15.3.-31.5., length limit 40 cm 

· Chondrostoma nasus

protected 15.3.-31.5., length limit 30 cm 

· Gobio albipinnatus


angling all year 

· Leucaspius delineatus

angling all year

· Siluris glanis


protected 15.3.- 31.5., length limit 60 cm

· Cottus poecilopus


angling all year 

* in the River Dunajec and Poprad protected 1.1.-31.8. 

5.
EXCEPTIONS CONCERNING THE USE OF MEANS OF CAPTURE AND KILLING SPECIFIED IN APPENDIX IV

Tab. 4 (2003/2004)
	Name of species
	
	No. of licences
	
	No. of specimens
	
	Reasons
	
	Method used
	
	Impact on population

	Crex crex
	
	5
	
	?
	
	iv
	
	Capturing on acoustic record
	
	None, released after ringing

	Emberiza cia
	
	1
	
	?
	
	iv
	
	Nets
	
	None, released

	Merops apiaster
	
	1
	
	?
	
	iv
	
	Nets
	
	None, released

	Panurus biarmicus
	
	1
	
	?
	
	iv
	
	Nets 
	
	None, released

	Spermo-phyllus citellus
	
	2
	
	?
	
	i, iii
	
	Snare

	
	None, released


� 	A – for research/education/repopulation or reintroduction


	B – for exploitation


	C – for other overriding public interest (which?)


� 	A – for research/education/repopulation or reintroduction


	B – for exploitation


	C – for other overriding public interest (which?)


� 	If exceptions concern the prohibited means of capture and killing for Appendix III species, use the form 2.4 on Appendix IV.
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