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VIDELI STE UZ DROPA FUZATEHO?

Drop fizaty je druh z &elade dropovitych (Otitidae) a radu Zeriavotva-
rych (Gruiformes). Poznédme dva poddruhy: eurépsky poddruh Otis tar-
da tarda a ézijsky poddruh Otis tarda dybowskii. Pévodne drop obyval
stepné biotopy. V st&asnosti sa v rdmci svojho aredlu rozsirenia vyskytu-
je uz len v niekol'kych izolovanych populdcidch v niZinnych oblastiach.
Drop fézaty patri medzi najtaZ3ie lietajice vtdky. Jeho hmotnost sa po-

a silny zobdk. Na dlhych nohdch mu chyba zadny prst, pricom ostatné
prsty mé kratke a silné, zospodu roziirené do plochého chodidla. Hlavu
a krk ma svetlosivé.

Kohtt dosahuje vysku 90 - 105 cm a rozpdtie kridiel m& 210 -
250 cm. Mé typické tzv. fizy tvorené z predizenych bielych pier. Fizy
mézu byt az 17 cm dlhé. Podla tohto znaku dostal drop slovenské dru-
hové meno ,fizaty”. Za okom mé kohdt lysy prizok a po bokoch krku
mad takmer lysd, tmavosivd plochu. V dolnej &asti krku a na hrudi mé
Siroky hrdzavo Zlty lem. Chrbdt, kridla a chvost mé Zltohnedé s &iernymi
prizkami. Spodné Easti tela a kridel mé biele.
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Tokajuci kohiit / Male in display

Samica (sliepka) dropa je podstatne mensia ako samec, asto az
o polovicu. Dosahuje vydku 75 - 85 cm a rozpdtie kridiel sa pohybuje
medzi 170 - 190 cm. Krk mé 3tihlej$i a nema fozy. Chyba jej aj hr-
dzavohnedy lem na krku. Chrbat md tmavsi. Sliepka je celkovo sfarbe-
né nendpadnejsie a viac splyva s okolim. Nedospelé vtdky sfarbenim
pripominaji samice.

Drop je polygamny druh, &ize nevytvara trvalé pary. Samce sa paria
s viacerymi sliepkami. V&&siu East roka Zijo v oddelenych kidloch. Krdle
sa rozpaddvajl v polovici marca, kedy zacina tok kohdtov. Tok je vel-
mi ndpadny - kohit sa prechddza s chvostom prevrdtenym na chrbdt,
so spustenymi kridlami a vztycenym, mierne zaklonenym krkom. Nafukuje
krény vzdudny vak, spista a obracia kridla, prelapuje na mieste, potria-
sa celym telom a obéas z rozsirenej Casti hrubého &reva zvanej kloaka
vydéva dunivy zvuk.

Drop fézaty hniezdi zvy&ajne na miestach s obnazenou pddou, najmé
v obilnych, lucernovych a trédvnatych porastoch alebo v hrachovych mo-
nokultérach, v ktorych je sliepka dostatogne ukrytd. Hniezdo tvori zvy-
&ajne plytkd priehlbina v zemi. Casto sa nachddza v blizkosti tokanisk.

Od konca aprila do augusta sliepka zndsa 2, zriedkavo 3 olivovozele-
né alebo Zltohnedé vajcia. Sedi na nich priblizne 25 dni. Reaguije velmi
citlivo na kazdé vyrusenie a znasku po vyrudeni lahko opusti. Nebez-
peenstvo hrozi mladdatédm a sliepke aj pri Zatve, kedy vodiaca sliepka
uniké pred kombajnom pomaly, po zemi, so snahou ochrdnit mladdatd.
O mlédatd sa stard vyluéne sliepka. Vodi ich 6 - 7 tyzdrov, teda az
do doby, kedy zaginqji lietat. Koncom jesene sa sliepky s mladatami
pridévajo k va&siemu kfdlu sliepok a dorastajicich mladat.

Drop fézaty Zije zvyéajne asi 10 rokov, ale s zndme pripady, Ze jedin-
ce Zili 15 aj viac rokov. Drop je viezravy druh, Zivi sa semenami, hmy-
zom a inymi malymi Zivo&ichmi, vratane hrabo3oy, Ziab a chrobdkov.

KDE MOZEME DROPY STRETNUT?

Takmer polovica svetovej populdcie dropov fizatych sa nachddza
na Pyrenejskom polostrove (Spanielsko, Portugalsko), v Rusku, Turecku
a Madarsku. Niekolko malych populdcii preziva v Rakdsku, na Sloven-
sku a v Srbsku. Prilezitostne sa vyskytuje v Ceskej republike.

Hniezdo dropa fuzatého / Nest of the Great Bustard

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN THE GREAT BUSTARD?

Great Bustard is in the bustard family (Otitidae), within the Order of
Gruiformes (Gruiformes). It has two forms: European Otis tarda tarda
and the Asian Otis tarda dybowskii. Traditionally, it lived in extensive
grass plains (steppes). Now it is found in several isolated populations
across lowland areas throughout its range.

The Great Bustard is one of the heaviest flying birds. The Great Bustard
weight varies from 4 - 5 kg (females) to 18 kg (males). It has a long
neck and strong beak. On long legs, it lacks the back toe. Remaining
toes are short and robust, widespread and form a flat foot. Head and
neck are a light grey color.

Males (cocks) reach a standing height of 90 - 105 cm and have a
wingspan of 210 - 250 cm. Males develop typical mustache-like whis-
kers, formed from elongated white feathers. ,Mustache” can be 17 cm
long. Bustard’s generic name in Slovak (fézaty) -,mustached”- has
been based on this feature. Cocks have a bald stripe behind the eyes
and on the sides of the neck; it has an almost bald dark grey area. On
its lower neck and breast it has a band of russet colored feathers. The

Perie dropa fuzatého / Feathers of the Great Bustard

back, wings and tail are russet brown with black bars. The under parts
of body and wings are white.

Females (hens) are considerably smaller than males, often by half.
Its standing height is up 75 - 85 cm, while wingspan is within 170 -
190 cm. It has a slimmer neck and no ,mustache”. Hens also lacks
russet band on the neck and the back is darker. Generally, hens are
more inconspicuous, hidden in their natural environment. Inmature birds
resemble females.

The Great Bustard is a polygamous species, i.e. males and females do
not form permanent pairs. Males mate with several females, usually
up to five. During most of the year the bustard lives in small separated
flocks. Flocks break up in mid March, when cocks start lekking. Lekking
is highly conspicuous, since cocks have a flamboyant display. Cocks
walk with tail cocked right up and over onto the back, the wing feathers
are twisted forward and fan out and the head is right up and drawn
onto the back. It inflates a gular pouch and drops down the wings, tram-
ples with his feet, trembles and makes an “umb, umb” sound.

Great Bustard usually nest on spots with naked soil, particularly in corn
or alfaalfa fields, grasslands or in peas monocultures, where hen is suf-
ficiently hidden. The nest is usually a shallow ground scrape. Often it is
located close to lekking areas. In the period starting end of April until
August, hens lay two, rarely three olive or tan colored eggs. The female
incubates eggs for about 25 days. It is sensitive to disturbance, when
disturbed it may easily leave the eggs. Chicks and hens are threate-
ned during the harvesting period, when the hen escapes from harvester
slowly, on the ground, trying to protect the chicks.

Females take care of the chicks alone for about six-seven weeks, i.e. until
they are capable of flying. At the end of autumn hens with chicks joins
larger flocks of hens and growing juveniles.

Great Bustards typically live for around 10 years, but some have been
known to live up to 15 years or more. It is omnivorous, taking seeds,
insects, and other small creatures, including voles, frogs and beetles.

WHERE WE CAN SEE GREAT BUSTARD?

Almost half of the world’s population of Great Bustard is found on Ibe-
rian Peninsula (Spain, Portugal) and in Russia, Turkey and Hungary.
Some small populations have survived in Austria, Slovakia and Serbia.
Occasionally it occurs in the Czech Republic.




PRECO BOL REALIZOVANY PROJEKT OCHRANA DROPA FUZATEHO NA SLOVENSKU?

Drop fozaty patri medzi globdlne ohrozené druhy Zivocichov a preto je potrebné jeho ochrane venovaf prioritnG pozornost. V désledku dbytku
vhodnych prirodzenych stepnych biotopov, realizacii nevhodnych polnohospoddrskych postupov a v désledku budovania nadzemnych elektrickych
vedeni, ktoré v pripade ndrazov do vedenia spésobuji zranenie alebo aj smrt letiacim jedincom, sa jeho aredl rozsirenia v poslednom storo&i dra-
maticky zmensil a rozdrobil.

Na Slovensku ostali uz len dve lokality, ktoré majd mimoriadny vyznam pre jeho ochranu. Syslovské polia pri Bratislave a okolie obce Lehnice.
V tychto Gzemiach sa v obdobi rokov 2005 - 2009 realizoval projekt LIFE 05 NAT/SK/000115 ,Ochrana dropa fézatého sa Slovensku”, ktory
podporilo Eurépske spoloéenstvo prostrednictvom svojho finanéného néstroja pre Zivotné prostredie LIFE - Priroda. Projekt svojimi akfivitami odpo-
vedal na najzdévazneisie faktory, ktoré ohrozuji prezitie tohto majestdtneho, ale pritom velmi plachého vtdka.

CIEL PROJEKTU

Cielom projektu bolo zlepsit ochranu dropa fizatého na Slovensku prostred-
nictvom zabezpeéenia vhodného manaZmentu kldovych lokalit, zniZenia
hlavnych prigin vyruSovania a mortality a vytvorenia podmienok pre zabez-
pecenie primeranej ochrany druhu.

Projektové lizemia

Chrdnené vtdcie vizemie Sysl'ovské polia

(CHVU Syslovské polia) bolo vyhldsené s uicinnostou od 1. 5. 2006.
Uzemie md rozlohu 1773 ha a nachddza sa v okrese Bratislava V.
CHVU Syslovské polia priamo susedi s chrdnenymi tizemiami

v Rakisku a Madarsku, ktoré boli tiez vyhldsené na ochranu dropa
fuzatého. Prevaznu ¢ast tizemia tvori intenzivne obhospodarovand
ornd péda predelend vetrolamami a polnymi cestami.

S ohladom na ciele projektu bola stratégia projektu zaloZend na realizécii opa-
treni na Urovni zainteresovanych institicii ako aj na projektovych lokalitéch.

Uzemie plni délezitu funkciu ako zimovisko pre 10%
stredoeurdpskej populdcie dropa fiizatého a je zdroven do-
movom celej ndrodnej populdcie dropa. V zimnom obdobi je tu
mozné pravidelne pozorovat 200 — 250 jedincov. CHVU Syslovské
polia si v sicasnosti jedinou hniezdnou lokalitou dropa fuzatého
na Slovensku.

AKE SU ZAKLADNE INFORMACIE O PROJEKTE?

Chrdnené vtdcie lizemie Lehnice

(CHVU Lehnice) bolo vyhldsené s ucinnostou od 1. 9. 2005. Uzemie
md rozlohu 2 347 ha a nachddza sa v okrese Dunajskd Streda
nedaleko hlavného mesta Bratislava. Prevaznd ¢ast tizemia je pol-
nohospoddrsky intenzivne vyuzivand. Zatial posledné hniezdenie
dropa bolo v tomto tizemi zaznamenané v roku 2001, prileZitostne
pozorovany bol tiez v neskorsich rokoch.

P

CHVU Lehnice je vyzn é s ohladom na i narasta-
jucu populdciu dropa v Mad'arsku, ktord md potencidl Sirit sa
na sever do historickych lokalit vyskytu na tizemi Slovenska.

Je od nej vzdialené priblizne len 20 — 22 km. Jedince z pohranicnej
populdcie mézu lahko do CHVU Lehnice priletiet a ndjst tu vhodné
podmienky na hniezdenie. Preto bola tdto lokalita oznacend v ramci
Slovenska ako najperspektivnejsia pre postupny ndvrat dro-
pa fuzatého. Od roku 2006, potom ako sa zacali v ramci projektu
implementovat agroenvironmentdlne schémy, je tu drop fuzaty

znovu pravidelne pozorovany. J
Y-

WHY THE PROJECT “CONSERVATION OF OTIS
TARDA IN SLOVAKIA” WAS IMPLEMENTED?

The Great Bustard is considered a globally threatened animal and
requires priority conservation attention. Due to loss of natural steppe
habitats, inappropriate agricultural practices and building of power
lines that cause injury or even death to flying individuals due to co-
Ilision, its range and distribution has been fragmented and declined
dramatically in last century.

In Slovakia, only two locations remain that are important for the
conservation Great Bustard: Syslovske polia near Bratislava and
surroundings of Lehnice village. In these sites, project LIFE 05 NAT/
SK/000115 ,Conservation of Otis tarda in Slovakia was implemen-
ted in the period 2005 - 2009. The European Community financially
supported the project through its financial instrument LIFE - Nature.
The Project addressed the most serious factors that pose threats to
survival of this majestic, but extremely shy bird.

PROJECT OBJECTIVE

The project objective was to improve the conservation of the Great
Bustard in Slovakia through securing appropriate management on
key locations, reducing main causes of disturbance and mortality and
enhancing capacity to ensure appropriate protection of the species.

Considering the Project obijective, the Project strategy was based on
inferventions at concerdned institutions as well as at the project sites.

Project Sites

Syslovske polia Special Protection Area

(Syslovske polia SPA) was designated on 1 May 2006. It covers
1773 ha and is located in district of Bratislava V. The Syslovske
polia SPA is adjacent to protected areas in Austria and Hungary
that were also designated for the conservation of Great Bustard.
Most of the Syslovske polie SPA is intensively managed arable land,
fragmented with windbreaks and narow field roads.

The area provides important winter roosting and feeding
area for 10% of the Central European population of Great
Bustard, and at the same time, it is a home for the whole
national bustard population. In winter, some 200 — 250 birds
can be regularly observed here. At present, it is the only nesting
area for the bustard in Slovakia.

Lehnice Special Protection Area

(Lehnice SPA) was designated on 1 September 2005. It covers
2347 ha and is located in the district of Dunajskd Streda not far
from capital city of Bratislava. The area is mainly used for intensive
crop production. The last breeding at the site was recorded in 2001;
occasional presence of the bustard was recorded later.

The importance of this location for the Great Bustard is
based on the growth of the neighboring Hungarian Great
Bustard population with potential to expand northwards to
historical localities in the Slovak territory. Lehnice SPA is appro-
ximately only 20 — 22 km from the closest breeding population on
Hungarian - Slovak border and the individuals from the border po-
pulation might fly over to Lehnice SPA to find additional breeding
place there. Accordingly, it has been the most prospective site
in Slovakia for re-introduction of this species in the future.
Since 2006, the Great Bustard has been regularly recorded from the
site again following implementation of pilot agro-environmental
schemes via the project since 2006. )

N> Madarsko

CHVU Syslovské polia / Syslovske polia SPA

CHVU Lehnice / Lehnice SPA

WHAT ARE THE BASIC DATA ON THE PROJECT?




AKE SU VYSTUPY PROJEKTU?

Jednym z najdélezitejsich vystupov projektu so programy starostlivosti pre CHVU Syslovské polia a CHVU Lehnice. V obdobi desiatich rokov zo-
bezpedia komplexnt programovi starostlivosf o dropa fizatého ako aj o Gzemia vyhldsené na jeho ochranu. Programy starostlivosti si zdroven

klG€ovym ndstrojom pre udrziavanie vysledkov projektu.

Ostatné vystupy projekiu je moZné zhrndt do nasledujicich okruhov:
e Zlep3enie biotopov dropa fizatého
e Zlepsenie prevencie mortality dropa fizatého
e Znizenie vyrudovania dropa fizatého
¢ Zlepsenie poznatkov o dropovi fGzatom
e Zvy3enie povedomia verejnosti o dropovi fizatom a moZnostiach
jeho ochrany

ZLEPSENIE BIOTOPOV DROPA FUZATEHO

S cielom zabezpeéenia vhodného stavu biotopov pre dropa fozatého, bola
stratégia projektu zamerand na dve oblasti (i) vykup polnohospoddrskej pédy
v CHVU vyhlésenych pre ochranu dropa fizatého a zaloZenie travnych poras-
tov na vykdpenych pozemkoch, (ii) zavedenie podpornej agroenvironmentdl-

nej schémy pre farmdrov, ktord by ich motivovala na pestovanie polnohospo- (7,000 plocha v CHVU Lehnice / Fallow land in Lehnice SPA

dérskych plodin vhodnych pre dropa fozatého.

V rémci projektu bolo vykipenych takmer 47 ha pre ochranu dropa fizatého: z toho SOP SR kipila
6,5 ha v CHVU Syslovské polia a 39,5 ha v CHVU Lehnice a SOS/BirdLife Slovensko kipila 1 ha
v CHVU Syslovské polia. Komplikovand 3truktira vlastnickych vzfahov a existujoce ndjomné zmluvy
s uZivatelmi, sprevadzané ndrastom cien pozemkov po vstupe SR do EU nedovolili képit viac pddy
v rémci projektu. V CHVU Lehnice boli na vykipenej péde zalozené trévne porasty v silade so stidiou
na obnovu trévnych porastov, vypracovane v ramci projektu. Na péde kipenej v CHVU Syslovské polia
sa pestuji polnohospodarske kultdry, ktoré si vhodné pre dropa, ako napriklad ozimné psenica a repka
olejnd.

Organizécie, ktoré projekt realizovali,
sa zUlasthovali na tvorbe agroenvi-
1 ronmentélneho opatrenia na ochranu
biotopov vybranych druhov vtakov, vré-
tane dropa fozatého. Pri jeho tvorbe vy-
vzivali skisenosti (agronomické a tech-
nické Odaje) ziskané z implementécie
pilotnej - testovacej agroenvironmen-
télnej schémy, ktord bola financovand
v rémci projektu a implementovand

v CHVU Lehnice.

Rapidny pokles populdcie dropa
fuzatého je priamo spojeny s
vyznamnymi zmenami v Struktire
biotopov. Pévodné stepné biotopy
boli vo velkom rozsahu premenené
na intenzivne obrdbant polnohos-
poddrsku podu. Pre dropa fuzatého
su obzvlast nevhodné velké plochy
monokultir s vysokym podielom
polnohospoddrskych plodin vyssich
ako 1,2 m, ako napr. kukurica alebo
slneénica, drop sa takymto plochdm
vyhyba. Zmensenie plochy travnych
porastov tiez negativne ovplyviiuje
dostupnost réznorodej potravy,
bohatej na drobné zivocichy, o md
ndsledne vplyv na hniezdenie a popu-
la¢nut hustotu dropov.

v CHVU Lehnice v rokoch 2005 - 2007. Uvedené agroenvironmentdlne opatrenie
sa stalo siéastou Programu rozvoja vidieka pre SR 2007 - 2013 a od roku 2008
poskytuje moZnosf ziskania kompenzaénych platieb pre farmdrov, ktori obhospo-
darujo pddu v CHVU Syslovské polia a v CHVU Lehnice.

Opatrenie uréuje plodiny a iné podmienky obhospodarovania pédy, ktoré musia
farméri splnit v pripade, ze maji zdujem o kompenzaéné platby. V Ease ukon-
&enia projektu bolo do tohto agroenvironmentalneho opatrenia zaradenych
1679,88 ha pddy v CHVU Lehnice a 379,14 ha pddy v CHVU Syslovské polia.
Tieto plochy spolu s 47 ha pddy vykipenej v rdmci projektu na ochranu dropa
fozatého reprezentuji 50 % plochy oboch CHVU.

S cielom zlepit biotopy pre dropa, boli v oboch CHVU obnovené vetrolamy
prostrednictvom vysadby 100 stromov v CHVU Syslovské polia a 970 drevin

WHAT ARE THE PROJECT OUTCOMES?

One of the most important project outcomes is a management plan for
respectively Syslovske polia SPA and Lehnice SPA. Over ten years, the-
se plans will secure comprehensive program care for the Great Bustard
and for the areas designated for its protection. Management plans re-
present the most important tool for sustainability of the project results.

ther project outcom re summari low:

* Improved habitats for the Great Bustard

* Improved prevention of Great Bustard mortality

* Reduced disturbance of the Great Bustard

* Increased knowledge about the Great Bustard

* Increased public awareness about the Great Bustard
and opportunities for conservation

IMPROVED HABITATS FOR THE GREAT BUSTARD

The rapid decline of Great bustard population is directly connected with
significant changes in the habitat structure. Original steppe habitats were in
the large scale converted into intensively managed agricultural land. Particu-
larly unsuitable for Great bustard are large areas of monocultures with high
rate of crops reaching more than 1,2 m such as maize or sunflower. Great
Bustards tend to avoid such areas. Decrease in the grassland areas negatively
influences availability of diverse, small animal food. This consequently
affects the breeding success and population density of Great bustards.

In order to ensure proper status of habitats for Great Bustard, the project
strategy was focused on (i) purchase of some land in SPAs designated
for Great bustard protection and its restoration to grasslands and ii) es-
tablishment of incentives schemes for farmers that would motivate them
to grow crops beneficial for Great Bustard.

Almost 47 ha of land were purchased for Great Bustard protection. Of
that, the SNC purchased 6,5 ha of land in Syslovske polia SPA and
39,5 ha of land in Lehnice SPA and SOS/Birdlife Slovakia purchased
1 ha of land in Syslovske polia SPA. Complicated ownership structure
and existing land use agreements, along with rapid increase of land
prices after Slovakia entered into the EU did not allowed for purchasing
more land within the framework of this Project. On land purchased in
Lehnice SPA, grasslands were restored in accordance with a grasslands
restoration study developed under the project. Purchased land in Syslov-
ske polia SPA has been managed for crops beneficial for Great bustard,
such as winter wheat, oil rape.

Institutions involved in the project participated in development of agro-
environmental measure for protection of habitats of endangered bird
species, including also Great bustard. In this effort, they used experien-
ces (agronomic and technical data) with a pilot scheme that was finan-
ced through the project and implemented in Lehnice SPA during 2005 -
2007. The agroenvironmental measure became a part of 2007 - 2013
Rural Development Programme for Slovakia. Since 2008, it provides for
compensation payments for farmers managing land in Syslovske polia
and Lehnice SPAs. The measure establishes crops and other land mana-
gement conditions that must be met by farmers interested in compensa-
tion payments. By the end of the project, 1679,88 ha of land in Lehnice
SPA and 379,14 ha of land in Syslovske polia SPA were managed for
Great Bustard under this agro-environmental scheme. These along with
47 ha of land purchased within a framework of the project for the prote-
ction of Great bustard represents 50 % of the area of both SPAs.

In addition, windbreaks were improved through planting 100 trees in
Syslovske polia SPA and 970 trees and schrubs in Lehnice SPA.




IMPROVED PREVENTION OF GREAT BUSTARD MORTALITY

Power lines are present in Lehnice SPA. There are 400 kV and 110 kV power lines for 12 km and 22 kV power lines in for 18 km. Various types of
warning devices were installed in order to avoid collisions with flying bustards. Warning devices make wires visible to flying birds and this contri-
butes to avoiding collisions and consequently decreased mortality of birds. Thereby, Lehnice SPA became the first SPA in Slovakia with power lines

ZLEPSENIE PREVENCIE MORTALITY DROPA FUZATEHO
Elektrické vedenie prechédza cez CHVU Lehnice. Nachddza sa tu 400 kV a 110 kV elekirické vedenie v celkovej dizke 12 km a 22 kV elekirické

vedenie v dizke 18 km. Aby sa zabrénilo koliziém letiacich dropov s elekirickych vedenim, boli tieto oetrené instalovanim réznych typov vystraznych
znaciek. Vystrazné znacky zviditelAuji elekirické vedenie pre letiace vtdky a tym prispievaji k znizovaniu poétu nérazov aj ich mortality. Uzemie

CHVU Lehnice sa takto stalo prvym chrénenym via&m Gzemim na Slovensku, ktoré mé elekirické vedenia kompletne o3etrené.

Aby sa znizil vplyv preddtorov na dropa, bolo s troma polovnickymi zdruZeniami, ktoré
pdsobia v projektovych tzemiach dohodnuté, Ze sa bude intenzivneijsie polovaf na lisky
atilavé psy, pretoZe tieto maji najvyznamnejii negativny vplyv na populdciu dropa féza-
tého. Toto, ako aj iné aktivity sa stali siasfou memordnd o porozumeni, ktoré boli podpi-
sané s kazdym polovnickym zduZzenim. Memorandd o porozumeni zéroveri predstavuijd
modelovy pristup k spoluprdci medzi organizaciami pre ochranu prirody a polovnickymi
zdruzeniami so spoloénym cielom ochrany fauny.

Podobny pristup bol zvoleny vo¢i farmarom. Dokumenty upravuijice spoluprdcu boli pod-
pisané s jednym polnohospodarskym subjektom, ktoré obhospodaruje pédu v CHVU
Lehnice a s jednym druzstvom, ktoré hospoddri v CHVU Syslovské polia. Projektovy tim
absolvoval pogetné stretnutia s polnohospoddrmi a vysvetloval im obmedzenia vyplyva-
jice z vyhlasok MZP SR, ktorymi boli 6zemia vyhlasené za chrénené, obmedzenia pri
chemickom o3etrovani polnohospoddrskych plodin a environmentdlne vhodné spésoby
kosenia a zberu polnohospoddrskych kultir, ktoré by mali byt dodrzané v hniezdnom

obdobi.

Z preventivnych opatreni je déleZité spomendt aj to, Zze bol dohodnuty zdchranny plan
pre manipuldciu s opustenymi ndsadami. Boli zakdpené inkubdtory, ktoré umoziuji pre-
voz opustenych nésad do najblizsieho vhodného zariadenia, ktorym je Dropie zdchran-
né centrom Dévavanya v Madarsku, kde im bude poskytnuta dalSia starostlivost.

Nadzemné elektrické vedenia vytvdraju bariéry

v letovych koridoroch dropa fizatého. Ak sa vtdky do-
stanii do kolizie s elektrickym vedenim, mozu byt zabité
elektrickym vybojom alebo su tazko zranené ndrazom
do vedenia. Predpokladd sa, Ze kolizie s elektrickymi
vedeniami boli jednou z dvoch najvyznamnejsich pricin
poklesu populdcie dropa fuzatého na Slovensku

v rokoch 1970 — 1990. Inou pricinou umrti su nevhodné
agrotechnické postupy pri kosbe a Zatevnych prdcach,
vykondvané v case hniezdneho obdobia. Vyznamné
ohrozenie predstavuju aj niektori preddtori, pretoze
ovplyviuju produktivitu populdcie dropov a hlavne

v pripade znizenej populdcie mézu mat vyznamny
vplyv na celkovy stav populdcie dropa. Preddtori sa
zameriavaju hlavne na vajcia a mlddatd, ale boli tiez
zaznamenané pripady usmrtenia dospelych jedincov,
hlavne sliepok. Osobitne negativny vplyv na druh maju
dlhotrvajtice nizke teploty a snehovd pokryvka v druhej
polovici zimy, kedy dropy zostdvaji na pévodnych zimo-
viskdch a nesnazia sa presunit do juznejsich, klimaticky
vhodnejsich regionov.

Vystraznd znacka na elektrickom vedeni / Warning
device on power lines

Kohuty dropa usmrtené ndrazom do elektrického vedenia / Males of the Great
Bustard killed from hitting the power lines

completely treated.

In order to decrease impact of predators on the Bustard, an agreement was reached with three
hunting associations active in project areas that would hunt foxes and feral dogs more intensi-
vely, as these are the predators with the most significant negative impact on the Great bustard
population. This and other actions are included in memorandum of understanding, which was
signed with each hunting association. The MoUs present a model approach to cooperation
beftween nature conservation organizations and hunting associations, with the common obje-
ctive of fauna protection.

A similar approach was taken with farmers. Cooperation instruments were signed with one
farm managing agricultural land in Lehnice SPA and with one farm managing land in Syslovske
polia SPA. Project team hold numerous meetings with farmers explaining restrictions coming up
from the respective MoE Decrees establishing the SPAs and concerning chemical treatment of
crops, and environmentally friendly ways of mowing and harvesting which should be perfor-
med during the breeding season.

From the mortality prevention measures it is necessary to mention also that an emergency plan
for treatment of abandoned eggs was developed and incubators were purchased to allow
transport of abandoned eggs to nearest appropriate facility Dévavénya Great Bustard Rescue
Centre in Hungary for further treatment.

Zimujiice dropy v CHVU Syslovské polia / The Great Bustard wintering
in Syslovske polia SPA

Aerial wires of power lines create barriers in the
flying corridors of Great Bustard. When birds
collide with wires, they are killed by electrocution
or heavily injured from hitting against the lines. It
is assumed that collisions with power lines is one
of the two most significant causes of population
drop of the Great Bustard in Slovakia during 1970
- 1990. Unsuitable methods of harvesting and
mowing in breeding period is another cause of mor-
tality. Also predators affecting the efficiency of the
Great bustard population represent a significant
threat and, mainly in case of under-population,
could be of primary importance on the status of
the Bustard population. The predators are focused
mostly on predation of the laid eggs and nestlings,
but the cases of killing the grown-up birds, mainly
bustard hens were registered, as well. Especially
significant as a negative effect on the species are
long-term low temperatures and the snow coverage
in the second part of the winter season, when bus-
tard population stay in original winter locations,
and do not migrate south to a warmer climate.




ZNIZENIE VYRUSOVANIA DROPA FUZATEHO

Aby sa znizila miera vyrusovania, boli s polnohospoddrmi aj polovnik-
mi, ktorf vyuzivaji dzemia CHVU, dohodnuté stratégie, v ktorych sa za-
viazali prispdsobovaf svoje aktivity podla vhodnosti a potreby tak, aby
sa znizilo vyrudovanie dropov.

Aby sa zabrénilo nelegdlnym prejaz-
dom cez CHVU Syslovské polia, boli
na piatich prijazdovych cestach nainita-
lované rampy a dopravné znacky Zékaz
viazdu. Pohyb jednotlivcov alebo skupin
v CHVU je vieobecne zakdzany, pokial
nesOvisi s pravidelnym obhospodarova-
nim Uzemia. Jedinou vynimkou je pohyb
po vyzna&enom turistickom chodniku,
ktory je pre verejnost povoleny.

Drop je extrémne citlivy
na vyrusovanie, osobitne
pocas hniezdneho obdobia
av zime, ked md obme-
dzené potravné moznosti.
Hlavné priciny vyrusova-
nia dropa na projektovych
lokalitdch suvisia

s rekreacnymi aktivitami
(turistika, cykloturisti-
ka), polovnictvom

a polnohospoddrstvom.

ZLEPSENIE POZNATKOV O DROPOVI FUZATOM

Za G&elom zhodnotenia dopadu projek-
tovych aktivit bol na zaciatku projektu za-
hajeny monitoring dropa fizatého, jeho
biotopov, preddtorov a pricin vyruSova-
nia. Pravidelny zber dat zabezpecovali
hlavne strazcovia, ktori boli zamestnani tvom monitoringu, ktory

v rdmci projektu. Déta boli zbierané v in- zohladroval potreby
tervale 10 - 14 dni v obdobi 01/2005 projektu.

- 12/2005 a v intervale 1 - 3 dni

v obdobi 01/2006 - 09,/2009.

Niektoré ddata poskytovali v nepravidelnych intervaloch aj polovnicke
a polnohospoddrske subjekty, ktoré s projektovym timom podpisali
memorandd o porozumeni. Okrem toho sa v mesaénych intervaloch
uskutoénilo 48 koordinovanych s¢itavani cezhraniénej populdcie dropa
v spolupréci s projektmi financovanymi z programu LIFE v Madarsku
a v Rakisku. Cielom tychto s¢itani bolo zaznamenat skuto&ni pocetnost
druhu v prihraniénej oblasti vietkych troch $tétov. Zaznamy preukazuijo,
ze vdaka koordinovanym aktivitdm v rdmci projektov v troch $tatoch,
mala celd populécia mierne rastici trend.

Kazdy projekt LIFE musi
vyhodnocovat efektivnost
aktivit, ktoré sa v jeho
rdmci realizuju. Hodnote-
nie sa dialo prostrednic-

Vdaka monitoringu bolo v rémci projektu ziskané velké mnoZstvo Gda-
jov, ktoré budu aj v dalsom obdobi vyuzivané pre manazment druhu.
Tieto Gdaje potvrdili, Ze kl6&ovym faktorom ovplyviivjocim stav zacho-
vania druhu je kvalita jeho biotopov. Délezitym vysledkom monitoringu
boli opakované pozorovania sliepky dropa fizatého v CHVU Lehnice
od roku 2006. Tieto pozorovania potvrdili potencidl tzemia pre resti-
tociv druhu.

Tabulka 1: Najvyssie zaznamenané pocty jedincov dropa fuzatého za deri
v obdobi 2005 - 2009 v CHVU Syslovske polia

Rok Mesiac Najvyssi pocet
zaznamenanych jedincov

2005 1 170

2006 2 182

2007 2 224

2008 2 203

2009 12 246

Rampa nainstalovand v CHVU Syslovské polia / Ramp installed
in Syslovske polia SPA

Medzindrodné s¢itavanie dropa fiizatého v CHVU Syslovské polia / Internatio-
nal counting of the Great Bustard in Syslovske polia SPA

Pozorovacia veza v CHVU Syslovské polia / Monitoring tower in Syslovske polia SPA

REDUCED DISTURBANCE OF THE GREAT BUSTARD

In order to reduce causes of disturbance, strategies were agreed with farmers and hunting associa-
tions using the land in the SPAs, in which they committed to adapt their activities, as appropriate
and if necessary so that disturbance to the Great Bustard is decreased.

To avoid illegal driving through area of Syslovske polia SPA, ramps were installed with access-
banned signs on five access roads to the SPA. Generally, the movement of individuals or groups
in the SPA is prohibited unless it relates to regular management of the area. The only exception is

The Great Bustard is extremely sensitive to
disturbance, especially at the leks, during
breeding and in winter, when feeding oppor-
tunities are restricted. The main causes of
disturbance for Great Bustard in the project
areas were related to recreational activities
(hiking, cycling), hunting, and agriculture.

movement on existing tourist trails available for the public.

CHVU Sysfovské polia
Syslovske polia SPA

= klicové miesta vyskytu dropa fuzatého
v rokoch 2000 - 2009

= Key locations of the Great Bustard

in 2000 - 2009

INCREASED KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE GREAT BUSTARD

Each LIFE Project has

to assess effectiveness of
the actions implemented
under the Project. This
was done by way of
tailor-macde monitoring
procedures.

Monitoring under the project generated a significant amount of data
that will be further used in management of this species and, abo-

In order to assess effects of the project, monitoring of the Great Bustard population, its habitats, predators and
disturbance was established at the early stages of the project. Wardens hired through the Project were assigned
responsibility for day-to-day data gathering. Hunters and farmers that entered into MoUs with the project team also
contributed additional data. All data were gathered at intervals of 10 - 14 days during 01/2005 - 12/2005 and
1 - 3 days during 01/2006 - 09/2009. In addition, regular monthly counts of the trans-boundary population took
place in cooperation with LIFE funded projects from Hungary and Austria. Altogether 48 such counts were held. The
aim of these counts was to record the actual abundance of the species in border territories of all three countries. The
records show that due to coordinated project interventions in the three countries the entire population shows a slightly
increase.

Table 1. Maximum recorded number of individual Great Bustards per day in
2005 - 2009 in the Syslovske polia SPA

ve all confirm(a‘d that the.key chfor inﬂuencing con'servaﬁon status Year Month M reeeneled]
of the species is the quality of its habitats. Another important result individuals
of monitoring was repeated observation of Great Bustard female in
Lehnice SPA since 2006, which confirms reintroduction potential of 2005 1 170
this area. 2006 2 182
2007 2 224
2008 2 203
2009 12 246




ZVYSENIE POVEDOMIA VEREJNOSTI O DROPOVI FUZATOM A MOZNOSTIACH JEHO OCHRANY

Pre ochranu druhov je
veobecne velmi délezité
povedomie, podpora

a porozumenie verejnosti.
Osobitne to md velky
vyznam v pripade, zZe sa
jednd o jednotlivcov alebo
skupiny, ktoré su priamo
dotknuté opatreniami

na ochranu konkrétneho
druhu. V minulosti bolo
realizovanych niekolko
opatreni pre zlepsenie
propagdcie ochrany dropa
fuzatého, ale povedomie
verejnosti nebolo Zial

v dostatocnej miere zvy-
Sené. Pravdepodobne naj-
zdvaznejsim nedostatkom
propagdcie v minulosti
bol nedostatok vhodnych
informdcit pre farmdrov
a polovnikov, ktori maju
priamy vplyv na ochranu
biotopov dropa fuzatého.
Rovnako k nizkemu
zdujmu verejnosti mohlo
prispiet aj nedostatocné
vyuzivanie médii — televi-
zie, rddia a tlace.

Projekt poskytol moznosti na intenzivne organizovanie réznych podujati a stretnuti s verejnostou. Uskutoénilo sa 17
stretnuti s réznymi z&ujmovymi skupinami, 81 individudInych stretnuti s vlastnikmi pédy, 15 prezentdcii, resp. prezen-
taénych podujati pre obyvatelov Zijicich v okoli chrdnenych Gzemi a pre Ziakov zdkladnych 3kél ako aj 11 exkurzii
do projektovych Gzemi. Drop aj projekt boli intenzivne propagované prostrednictvom médii a pomocou distribicie
rdznych informa&nych materidlov.

V rémci projektu bolo vyrobenych 2000 plagdtov, 500 puzzle, 1000 ks odznakov a vytlacenych 6000 vytlackov
brozirky o dropovi a 10 000 kusov ndlepiek. Bolo uverejnenych niekolko popularnych a vedeckych &lankov, tlaco-
vych sprdv a inych medidlnych vystupov.

Video film “Krajina fudi a dropa”, ktory
prind3a informdcie o druhu a aktivitach
pre jeho ochranu, bol vyrobeny v 3ty-
roch jazykovych verzidch - slovencine,
angli¢tine, neméine a madarcine a bol
opakovane odvysielany aj v Sloven-
skej televizii. DVD s videofilmom bolo
rozoslané do viac ako 80dich 3kl
na Slovensku.

Exkurzia v CHVU Lehnice / Excursion to Lehnice SPA

INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT THE
GREAT BUSTARD AND OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ITS CONSERVATION

This Project provided for numerous public awareness events, including
17 collective meetings with stakeholders, 81 individual meetings with
land owners, 15 lectures or similar events for local people or school
children and 11 excursions fo the project areas.

The Bustard and the Project has been extensively promoted also through
media and through distribution of various information materials, inclu-
ding 2000 posters, 500 puzzles, 6000 copies of a brochure, 1000
badges and 10 000 stickers. Various popular and scientific articles,
press releases and other media items were published.

The video “the Country of People and the Bustard” describes informati-
on on the species and presents conservation activities for Great Bustard
was produced in the four languages - Slovak, English, German and
Hungarian and was repeatedly broadcasted on Slovak TV. A DVD with
video was distributed to more then 80 schools in Slovakia.

Predndska pre deti / Presentation for children

The awareness, support, and understanding of the public in general and

of stakeholders in particular are very important in species conservation.
Several measures for increasing promotion of the Great bustard protection
has been undertaken in the past, but the achieved level of awareness has not
been satisfactory. Probably the most important fault of the past promotion
was the lack of proper information for farmers and hunters, who can directly
influence the level of Great bustard habitat conservation. Insufficient use of
public media; television, radio and press contributed to low levels of public
interest in Great Bustard protection.

KTO REALIZOVAL TENTO PROJEKT? / WHO IMPLEMENTED THIS PROJECT ?

Prijemcom projektu bola Stétna ochrana prirody Slovenskej republiky.
Project beneficiary was the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic

Statna ochrana prirody Slovenskej republiky je organizécia verejného sektora pre ochranu prirody a starostlivosf
o krajinu na Slovensku. Spravuje sief chrdnenych Gzemi, vykondva monitoring a hodnotenia stavu biodiverzity, prevadzkuje
informaény system o taxénoch a biotopoch a organizuje podujatia o ochrane prirody. Je tiez zodpovednd za koordindciu
sustavy Natura 2000 na Slovensku.

State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic is a public agency for nature and landscape protection in Slovakia.
It co-ordinates the protected areas network, performs biodiversity monitoring and assessment, operates information system
on taxons and habitats, and organises nature conservation events. It is responsible for coordinating Natura 2000 network
in Slovakia.

SOP SR pri implementdcii projektu spolupracovala so $tyrmi partnerskymi organizéciami, ktoré si uvedené nizsie:
In implementing the project, the SNC cooperated with four below mentioned Partners:

DY &

SOS/BirdLife

SLOVENSKO

Polovnicke

zdruzZenie
Lehnice

Slovenskd ornitologickd spoloénost/BirdLife Slovakia (SOS) je mimovladna neziskovd organizdcia zalozend v roku
1993. Poslanim SOS je chrénif viactvo a jeho biotopy a v irSom ponimani chrénif biologickd rozmanitost. Od roku 1994
SOS zastupuje Slovensko v svetovej organizdcii pre ochranu vtdctva BirdLife International. Clenovia SOS sa podielaji
na mnohych aktivitéch pre ochranu vtakov.

Slovak Ornithological Society/BirdLife Slovakia is a non-governmental and notfor-profit organisation, founded in 1993.
The mission of SOS is to protect birds and their habitats and in wider sense to protect biological diversity. Since 1994, SOS
has been representing Slovakia in the worldwide organisation BirdLife International. Its members are involved in numerous
conservation actions for birds.

Ochrana dravcov na Slovensku (RPS) je mimovlddna neziskovd organizdcia zalozend v roku 1974, ktord sa zaoberd
vyskumom a ochranou dravych vtdkov na Slovensku. RPS realizuje monitorovacie programy a projekty ochrany pre ohro-
zené druhy a ich biotopy, podiela sa na ekologizacii elekirickych sieti a znizovani vtééej kriminality.

Raptor Protection of Slovakia (RPS) is a non-profit non-governmental organization founded in 1974 and concerned with
research and conservation of birds of prey in Slovakia. RPS carries out monitoring programmes and conservation projects
for the endangered species and their habitats, contributes to ecologisation of power lines and participate in addressing
impacts to birds.

Obec Lehnice je nezavisld tzemnosprévna jednotka na Slovensku. Zodpovedd za sprévu svojho majetku a finangnych
zdrojov v zmysle zdkona. Je obklopend CHVU Lehnice a preto bola déleZitym partnerom v projekte.

Municipality Lehnice is an independent territorial and administrative unit in the Slovak Republic. It is responsible for the
property and financial resources thereof as established by relevant laws. It is surrounded with Lehnice SPA and thus has been
an important stakeholder in the project.

Polovicke zdruzenie Lehnice (PZ) bolo zaloZzené v roku 1973 ako ob&ianske zdruZenie. Stard sa o zver na vymere 1958
ha v katastrélnom Gzemi obce Lehnice. Pocetné opatrenia pre zver, ktoré realizuje prispievaji k zachovaniu biodiverzity
Uzemia polovného revira. PZ organizuje aj vystavy a iné aktivity pre verejnost v Gzkej spoluprdci s obcou Lehnice.

Lehnice Hunting Association (HA) was founded in 1973 as Civil Society. It manages game on the area of 1958 ha in ca-
dastre of Lehnice. Numerous game management measures are generally supportive to maintaining biodiversity in the area.
The HA also organises exhibitions and other activities for public in close cooperation with the Lehnice municipality.




€O JE LIFE? / WHAT IS LIFE? h

LIFE je skratka pre Program LIFE, ktory je finanénym néstrojom EU pre Zivotné prostredie. Vieobecnym cielom programu
ie prispief k priprave, implementdcii a aktualiz4cii environmentdlnej politiky a legislativy EU prostrednictvom spolufi-
nancovania pilotnych alebo demonstranych projektov s pridanou eurépskou hodnotou. Program za&al v roku 1992

a do roku 2006 podporil 3104 projektov sumou cca 2,2 mld €. St¢asnd fdza programu LIFE+ sa realizuje v rokoch -
2007 - 2013 a md rozpoéet 2,143 mld €. -%‘ 4
LIFE is an acronym used for reference to the LIFE Programme that is the EU’s funding instrument for the environment. The general objective of LIFE is - # Wwi n L i
to contribute to the development, implementation and updating of EU environmental policy and legislation by cofinancing pilot or demonstration '
projects with European added value. LIFE began in 1992. During this period LIFE has cofinanced some 3104 projects with amount of approximately . —
€ 2,2 billion. The current phase of the programme LIFE+ runs from 2007 - 2013 and has a budget of € 2,143 billion. L 2 & o

KOLKO PROJEKTOV, KTORE PRISPELI
K OCHRANE DROPA FUZATEHO,
BOLO REALIZOVANYCH S PODPOROU
Z PROGRAMU LIFE?

Od roku 1992 bolo prostrednictvom finanéného néstroja LIFE - Priro-
da, podporenych 14 projektov ktoré prispeli k ochrane dropa fozatého.
Tieto projekty sa realizovali v Ziestich krajinach (Spanielsko, Portugalsko,
Nemecko, Madarsko, Rakdsko a Slovensko).

HOW MANY PROJECTS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO
THE CONSERVATION OF GREAT BUSTARD HAVE
BEEN IMPLEMENTED WITH SUPPORT FROM THE
LIFE PROGRAMME?

Since 1992, 14 projects that contributed to the conservation of Great
Bustard were supported through financial instrument LIFE - Nature. The-
se were implemented in six countries (Spain, Portugal, Germany, Hunga-
ry, Austria and Slovakia).

LIFE0OO NAT/E/007327

Habitat management model of the SCI La Serena — Sierra de
Tiros (Extremadura, Spain)

LIFEOO NAT/E/007348

Management of the PSA-SCI ,La Serena y Sierras periféricas’

LIFEO4 NAT/HU/000109
Conservation of Otis tarda in Hungary

LIFEO5 NAT/A/000077
Cross-border Protection of the Great Bustard in Austria

LIFE 05NAT/SK/000115
Conservation of Otis tarda in Slovakia

LIFE08 NAT/E/000068

Conservavion y gestion en las zonas de especial proteccion para
las aves esteparias de Andalucia
LIFE2003NAT/CP/P/000008

Evaluation of bustard conservation best practice in Western
Europe

LIFE92 NAT/D/004838

Protecting great bustard habitats in Brandenburg

LIFE92 NAT/P/013900

First phase of the conservation of steppic birds in Castro Verde
LIFE94 NAT/D/000500

Fiener Bruch - Using experience from other LIFE-projects
LIFE95 NAT/P/000178

Second phase of the project for the conservation of steppe birds
in Castro Verde

LIFE96 NAT/E/003080

Preservation and integral management of the Great bustard
(Otis tarda) habitat in the ZEPA of Villaf

LIFE96 NAT/E/003102

Preservation of the Little Bustard, Great Bustard and Lesser
Kestrel in Extremadura

LIFE99 NAT/E/006350

Management of the Great Bustard's habitat in the ZEPA of
Villafdfila

CO JE NATURA 2000?

Natura 2000 je ekologickd sistava chrénenych
0zemi Elenskych krajin Eurépskej Unie. Tato susta-
va chrénenych Gzemi md zabezpedit ochranu

najvzdcnejSich a najviac ohrozenych biotopov
a druhov volne rasticich rastlin a volne Zijicich
Zivogichov, vyskytujicich sa na Gzemi 3tatov Eu-
répskej dnie.

NATURA 2000

Zdkladom pre vytvorenie sistavy Natura 2000 si smernica Rady Eurépskych
spoloéenstiev €. 79/409/EHS o ochrane volne Zijicich vtdkov (smernica o vté-
koch) a smernica Rady Eurépskych spologenstiev & 92/43/EHS o ochrane bio-
topov, volne Zijicich Zivo&ichov a volne rasticich rastlin (smernica o biotopoch).
Natura 2000 je tvorend osobitne chranenymi Gzemiami (v ndrodnej legislative
chrénené vtacie Gzemia), ktoré sa vyhlasuji na ochranu vtédkov a osobitnymi Gze-
miami ochrany pre ochranu prirodnych biotopov a druhov rastlin a Zivo&ichov
(v ndrodnej legislative 6zemia eurépskeho vyznamu - pred vyhlasenim, po vyhlé-
seni je Uzemie zaradené v prisluinej ndrodnej kategérii chranenych Gzemi).

WHAT IS NATURA 2000?

Natura 2000 is an ecological network of protected areas in the territory of the
European Union. This network is aimed at protection of the most valuable and
seriously threatened natural habitats and species across EU. Council Directive
79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds (Birds Directive), and Council
Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna
and flora (Habitats Directive) are the basis for the creation of the Natura 2000
network. Accordingly, Natura 2000 network is composed of Special Protection
Areas (SPAs) for birds and Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) to be designa-
ted for other species, and for habitats.




Tdto sprdava bola vydand s finanénou podporou projektu LIFE 05 NAT/SK/000115 - Ochrana dropa fozatého na Slovensku.
This Report was published with financial support from the Project LIFE 05 NAT/SK/000115 Conservation of Otis tarda in Slovakia
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