FCS assessment tables

For assessment of the particular criteria and indicators conservation status the assessment tables are used. The tables are created for each Natura 2000 type of habitat separately, however if the Natura 2000 habitat consists of more than one “national types of habitats”, the tables could be created for these units.

The tables are applicated for the whole assessed polygon of the habitat, which they were created for, i.e. they are not applicated for those parts of the forest stands, which according to the Catalogue of habitats of Slovakia (Stanová, Valachovič eds. 2002) do not belong to the habitat. Pursuant to this principle they are not included into the habitat polygon:

1) the areas, which do not belong to the habitat in the area > 0.5 ha

2) the areas, which belong to the habitat, however they are:

a) clear-felled areas (3 ha (clear-felled areas on the border between the assessed and changed habitat are definitely not included into the polygon)

b) clear-felled areas with maintained residuals of the habitat stands (5 ha

c) recognizable
 parts of the stands with so much changed tree composition they already do not belong to the habitat (3 ha (the stands or their parts mapped as the habitat X9 or stands or their parts with approximation of the tree composition < 30 % belong here).
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	Habitat
	Name
	Natura 2000: Asperulo-Fagetum beech forest

	Code
	9130
	Current area estimation

[ha]
	992 871
	Potential area estimation

(typol. unit) [ha]
	527 778

	

	Criterion / Indicator
	Favourable status
	Unfavourable status

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	
	Excelent
	Good
	Disturbed
	Unsuitable

	Typical species of the habitat
	Tree layer species composition

(dominant tree species, characteristic tree species, 

Especially valuable trees
)
	3rd a.v.z.:  Fagus sylvatica, Quercus petraea agg., Carpinus betulus,  Acer pseudoplatanus, Acer platanoides, Acer campestre, Tilia cordata, Tilia platyphylos, Ulmus laevis, Cerasus avium, Taxus baccata
4th a.v.z.:  Fagus sylvatica, Abies alba, Acer pseudoplatanus, Acer platanoides, Tilia cordata, Tilia platyphylos,  Cerasus avium, Taxus baccata
5th and 6th a.v.z.:  Fagus sylvatica, Abies alba, Picea abies, Acer pseudoplatanus, Acer platanoides, Ulmus glabra, Fraxinus excelsior, Sorbus aucuparia,  Tilia cordata, Tilia platyphylos, Taxus baccata

a.v.z. is an abbreviation for altitudinal vegetation zone

	
	Degree of approximation to the model in the whole polygon area [%]
	<85 ; 100(
	<70 ; 85)
	<55 ; 70)
	<40 ; 55)

	
	and/or
presence of the most frequent invasive tree species [%]
	Robinia pseudoacacia

	
	
	0
	<0 ; 1)
	<1 ; 20(
	(20 ; 60(

	
	Herbal species and shrubs
	Expansive species

–––––––––––

Coverage [%]
	Annex 8 (Cvachová A., Gojdičová E., Karasová E., 2002)

	
	
	
	<0 ; 5)
	<5 ; 25)
	<25 ; 50)
	<50 ; 100(

	
	
	Invasive species

–––––––––––

Coverage [%]
	Annex 1 (Cvachová A., Gojdičová E., Karasová E., 2002); Impatiens parviflora, Telekia speciosa (except eastern Slovakia)

	
	
	
	0
	<0 ; 5)
	<5 ; 25)
	<25 ; 100(

	Structure of the habitat
	Age structure
	In the polygon prevail primeval and natural forests
	In the polygon prevail 5. AGS
 and 4. AGS or 5. AGS covers min. 1/3, if there is a mosaic of min. two AGS
	In the polygon prevail 3. AGS, 2. AGS and 1. AGS, while 5. AGS must not cover more than 1/3. In case of prevailing 1.AGS at least one more AGS must be present
	Only 1. AGS in the whole polygon area is present

	
	Natural regeneration
	Conditions for regeneration

and / or
	Correspond to the developmental stage
	Do not correspond to the developmental stage (early thinning down of of young stands)
	Do not exist (high weed, shrubs layer) or
exist, but trees do not regenerate from some reason

	
	
	Regeneration coverage from the area, where it should occur acc. to the conditions
	(60 ; 100(
	(10 ; 60(
	<1 ; 10(
	

	
	Spatial structure (vertical, horizontal, structural mosaic)
	≥ 50 % of the area of the locality consists of two- and multistoried stands

	≥ 50 % of the area of the locality consist of a mosaic one-storied stands, where area of one structural unit is usually to 5 ha
	≥ 50 % of the area of the locality consist of a mosaic one-storied stands, where area of one structural unit is usually above 5 ha
	Not considered

	
	Thick trees (d1,3 ≥ 60 cm) and especially valuable trees together
	≥ 5 pcs /ha 

Equally in the whole area
	1 – 4 pcs / ha

Equally in the whole area
	3 – 9 pcs / 10 ha

Equally in the whole area
	< 3 pcs / 10 ha

Equally in the whole area

	
	Thick deadwood

(d ½  ≥ 40 cm,  l ≥ 3 m)
	≥ 4 pcs / ha

Equally in the whole area, in different decomposition stage 
	2 – 3 pcs / ha

Equally in the whole area, in different decomposition stage
	1 pcs / ha

Equally in the whole area, in different decomposition stage
	< 1 pcs / ha


	Negative effects
	Negative factors
	imisions, beech necrosis, grazing, animals (nibble), drought, mechanical damage

	
	Health status
	Average level of deterioration

and / or
	(0 ; 2(
	(2;3>
	(3 ; 4,5(

	
	
	Rate of the deterioration stage 4 overlapping its natural presence
 [%]
	<0 ; 5 (
	(5 ; 10 (
	(10 ; 100(
	Without restriction

	
	Širšie priestorové súvislosti
	Area of the locality of a coherent locality (may overlap area of the polygon)

[ha]
or

	<50 ; ∞)
	<30 ; 50)
	<5 ; 30)
	<0,5 ; 5)

	
	
	Total area of the group of localities in a mutual distance max. 0.5 km with smaller area than required for a coherent locality [ha]
and / or
	<75 ; ∞)
	<45 ; 75)
	<7,5 ; 50)
	<1 ; 7,5)

	
	
	Rate of the total border of the locality with the surrounding changed (negative) areas [%]
	0
	(0 ; 30(
	(30 ; 60(
	(60 ; 100(


	Criterion
	Weight of the criterion
	Indicator
	Weight of the indicator

	Typical species of the habitat
	0.4
	Tree layer species composition
	0.3

	
	
	Herbal species and shrubs
	0.1

	Structure of the habitat
	0.35
	Age structure
	0.15

	
	
	Natural regeneration
	0.05

	
	
	Spatial structure
	0.05

	
	
	Thick and especially valuable trees
	0.05

	
	
	Thick deadwood
	0.05

	Negative effects
	0.25
	Health status
	0.15

	
	
	Wider spatial circumstances
	0.1


� As recognizable parts of the stands are considered the stands parts consisting of the forest site unsuitable trees if they markedly distinguish from the surrounding natural stands. The stand parts with the continuous conversion to the habitat or parts distinguishing from the surrounding stands only unmarkedly (dufference in approximation up to 30%) are considered as unrecognizable and they are involved to the assessed habitat even if they cover more than 3 ha. 


� Especially valuable trees – trees considered as especially valuable in case of a dendroid shape (see chapter Forest habitats – definition of FCS)


� AGS – aggregated growth stage (see chapter Forest habitats – definition of FCS)


� As natural presence of the deterioration stage 4 the stepwise dying of old and lagging trees is considered


� From the possibilities “coherent locality“ and “group og localites“ always only one that provides better favourable status is selected





