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NEZIVA PRIRODA

Oravice sa nachadzajo vo vychodnej Casti severné-
ho Slovenska. Zo severu ich ohrani¢uju Skorusinské
vrchy a z juhu a vychodu Zapadné Tatry.

Z geomorfologického hladiska zaradujeme oblast
Oravic do Podhadlno - magurskej oblasti, ktorejjuhoza-
padnu Cast tvori Podtatranska brazda (Cast Zuberecka
brazdal.

Na modelovani reliéfu v oblasti Oravic sa podielala
predovsetkym voda. Reliéf ma pahorkatinovy raz.
Oravicky kotlinku modelovali najmé riecka Oravica,
Bobrovecky potok, Bystra a ich pritoky.

Flysovymi horninami s tvorené Skorusinské vrchy, to
znamena, Ze sa tu striedaju vrstvy pieskovcov a ilov-
cov. Pestrejsi reliéf sa naproti tomu nachadza najma
v Zapadnych Tatrach. Hrubé vapencové a dolomitickeé
sOvrstvia tu vytvarajo tiesnavy a kanony. Takymto re-
liefom je typicka jedna z najkrajsich dolin na Slovensku
Juranova dolina. Je dlha 4 km s 1km dlhou tiesravou
.Bielej vody". Preteka nou Juranov potok.

Vapencovo - dolomitické skalné Utvary v podobe skal-
nych vezi a bral nachadzame na razsochach Osobitej.
Zakoncenie zapadnej razsochy Osobitej - Macie diery,
svojou jedinecnou geomorfologickou Elenitostou vy-
tvaraju tzv. skalné mesto.

Na Osobitej sa nachadzaju aj podzemné krasové jas-
kyne. Najvacsie z nich si Bezedna studna a jaskyna
v Okoliku. Najznamejsou jaskynou oravskej casti Za-
padnych Tatier je Brestovska jaskyna.

K hydrologickym zaujimavostiam na Gzemi Oravic-
kej kotliny mozeme zaradit vyskyt mineralnych vod.
K najznamejsim pramenom patri pramen v blizkosti
centra strediska cestovného ruchu Oravice. Geoter-
malna voda s teplotou az 57 °C je vyborna na liecbu
choréb  pohybového Ustrojenstva, mocovych ciest
a obliciek.

INANIMATE NATURE

Oravice is located in the eastern part of northern Slo-
vakia. It is bounded by the Skorusina hills in the north
and by the Western Tatras in the south and east. From
a geomorphological point of view, the Oravice area
belongs to the Podhdlno - Magurska region, whose
south-western portion is formed by the Podtatranska
furrow (part of the Zuberecka furrow).

Water has played the main role in shaping the land-
scape in the Oravice area. The relief has a hilly nature.
The Oravice basin has been modelled particularly by
the Oravica River, the Bobrov Stream, the Bystra River
and their tributaries.

The Skorusina hills are made of flysch rocks, which
mean that there are alternating layers of sandstone
and claystone. On the other hand, there is a more var-
ied relief in the Western Tatras. In this area, thick lime-
stone and dolomite strata layers form gorges and can-
yons. This typical kind of relief has formed one of the
most beautiful valleys in Slovakia, the Juran Valley. It
is 4 km long with the Tkm long “Biela voda” gorge. The
Juran Stream flows through the valley.

Limestone - dolomite rock formations in the form of
pinnacles and cliffs can be found on the ridges of Oso-
bita. The ending of the western Osobita - Macie diery
ridge has a unique geomorphologic topography which
forms a so-called rock city.

Underground karst caves can be found in the Osobita
area. The largest of these are: the Bezedna well and
the cave in Okolik. The most famous cave in the Orava
portion of the Western Tatras is the Brestovska cave.
The presence of mineral waters can be included
among the hydrological attractions in the Oravicka
basin territory. The most famous spring is the spring
near the Oravice tourism centre. It has geothermal
water with a temperature up to 57 °C it is excellent
for the treatment of musculoskeletal disorders, the
urinary tract and kidneys.
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RASTLINSTVO

V oblasti Oravic ma velmi vyrazny vplyv na rast-
linstvo tunajsia drsna klima, no malo o vplyva na
vegetaciu takym tlakom a rychlostou ako clovek.
Pozdiz vodnych tokov mézeme najst rézne za-
chované luzné lesy zastipené horskymi jelSovy-
mi lesmi s dominantnou jelSou sivou a vibami.
K vzacnym biotopom, ktoré nachadzame v tomto
Uzemi, patria raseliniska a slatinné |oky vyvinuté
na podmacanych a prameniskovych polohach
v lokalite Peciska.

K znacne rozsirenym typom nelesnych spolocen-
stiev patria |Oky, ktoré vznikli na miestach byva-
lych lesov.

Na Uzemi sa nachadzaju jedlové a jedlovo-smre-
kové lesy, v niektorych miestach s primesou
buka. Bukové a jedlovo-bukové lesy s boha-
tym bylinnym podrastom pokryvali v minulos-
ti vacsinu Uzemia. V stromovom poschodi sa,
ako uz nazov napoveda, vyskytovali buk lesny
a jedla biela, no dnes ich clovek nahradil rentabil-
nejSim smrekom.

Vo vyssich nadmorskych vyskach sa nachadzajo
najma kyslé jedlovo-bukové smreciny, zivné jed-
[ovo-bukové smreciny, vihké jedlové buciny a vy-
sokohorské smreciny.

Zmladenie lesa / Forest regeneration

V tazko dostupnych polohach sa pod hornou hra-
nicou lesa na svahoch Osobitej a hrebena medzi
vrcholom Javorina a vrcholom Kasne vytvarajo
jedinecné horské smrekové pralesy.

FLORA

The harsh local climate has quite a significant
impact on the flora in the Oravice area, but few
things influence vegetation with such pressure
and speed as man.

Along the waterways, we can find a variety of
preserved riparian woods represented by moun-
tain alder forests, with the dominant grey alder
and willows. Fens and alkaline fens formed on
waterlogged and springs locations in the Peciska
area belong among the rarer habitats that can be
found in this area.

Pastures, which were formed on former forest
sites, belong among the most extensive types of
non-forest communities.

Safran spissky / Crocus discolor !

/4

In the northern part of the territory, we can find
firand spruce-fir forests, in some areas with the
addition of beech. Beech and fir-beech forests
with rich herbaceous undergrowth once covered
a majority of the area. As the name suggests, the
forest was occupied by the European beech and
the silver fir, but today with the help of man they
have been replaced by the more profitable spruce.
At higher altitude locations, there are mostly
acidic fir-beech spruce forests, nutritive fir-beech
spruce forests, moist fir beech forests and moist
alpine spruce forests.

In the hard to access locations belowsthe upper
tree line on the slopes of Osobita and on the ridge
between the Javorina and Kasne peaks, unique

mountain old-growth spruce forests have been ‘/, )

formed.

-




Pralesy su lesné spolocenstvo, ktorého zlozenie,
vystavba, rastové a ostatné Zzivotné procesy sU
podmienené vlastnostami prostredia, predo-
vetkym klimy. Je to les ekologicky ustaleny, s
vyrovnanymi vztahmi medzi klimou, padou, or-
ganizmami a uchraneny pred vplyvmi cloveka.
Podobne ako Zivot cloveka aj prales ma svoje
obdobia vyvoja. Stadium dorastania, optima a

stadia rozpadu/(les starsi ako 250 rokov), ktoré je

sprevadzané prirodzenym zmladenim.

Smrekové porasty v nadmorskej vyske nad 1500
(1550) m n. m. postupne prechadzaju do viac-me-
nej suvislych krovinnych porastov kosodreviny -
subalpinskeho vegetacného stupna.

V subalpinskom vegetacnom stupni najdeme vy-
vinuté aj travinno-bylinné spolocenstva. 0d sko-
rej jari do neskorého leta hyria tieto l0ky pestrou
paletou farieb.

NezabUdajme, Ze flora sa sice prisposobila drs-
nym klimatickym podmienkam, je hUzevnata,
nadherna, ale aj velmi zranitelna. Preto ju treba

chranit, aby sa v ¢o najprirodzenejsej forme za="+

chovala aj pre budUce generacie.

E S
o [

Old-growth forests are forest communities
whose composition, construction, growth and
other processes are conditioned by the charac-
teristics of the nature, particularly by the climate.
It is an ecologically stable forest, with a balanced
relationship between the climate, soil, and or-
ganisms and protected from human impact. An
old-growth forest also has life stages similar to
humans: a maturity stage, the optimum and de-
cline stage (forest older than 250 years), which is
accompanied by natural regeneration.

w

= Spruce forests, at an altitude of over 1500 m (1550

m) above sea level, are gradually replaced by a
mostly continuous shrub growth of dwarf pine -
the subalpine vegetation zone.

At the subalpine vegetation level, we can even
find well-developed grassland and herbal com-
munities. From early spring to late summer, these
meadows revel in a rich palette of colours.

Let's not forget that although the flora has
adapted to harsh climatic conditions, is tough
and beautiful, it is also very vulnerable. It should
therefore be protected, to preserve it in the most
natural form for future generations.
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= Podobne ako flora aj Zivocisstvo je charakterizo-
(—]} vané vyskytom prevazne lesnych druhov typic-

g kych pre Karpaty. Je to prevazne fauna ihli¢na-
™

tych a zmiesanych lesov, raselinisk, potokov a riek
a nakoniec spolocenstva ZivoCichov Zijucich nad
hornou hranicou lesa.

Z vyznamnejsich druhov cicavcov tu ziju nase vel-
ké selmy - medved, vlk aj rys, ktorych potravou
je jelen, diviak a srna. Typickou obyvatelkou lesa
je liska hrdzava. Tiez tu najdeme kunu lesnU s ty-
picky Zltooranzovo sfarbenym hrdlom. Systém
podzemnych chodieb buduje jazvec lesny.

SNOILIONOD Tv4NLYN | A43INOd

V poslednych rokoch sa kvoli zmenam v lesnom
hospodarstve stal zriedkavym hluchan. Z dravych
vtakov mozeme najcastejSie pozorovat mysiaka
hérneho, jastraba lesného, jastraba krahulca,
sokola mysiara, vzacnejsie orla kriklavého a orla
skalného. Charakteristickym druhom alpinskych
a subalpinskych |0k je labtuska vrchovska a uz

vzacny tetrov holniak. ”

Similarly to the flora, the fauna is mainly charac-
terized by the presence of forest species typical
of the Carpathians. The fauna consists largely
of those found in coniferous and mixed forests,
peatlands, streams and rivers and finally the
communities of animals living above the tree line.
Among the most significant species of mammals
living in this region are large carnivores - bears,
wolves and lynx, whose food consists of deer, wild
boar and roe. The red fox is another typical resi-
dent of the forest. We can also find the European
pine marten with its characteristic yellow-orange
coloured throat. Moreover, the European badger
has been building a system of underground cor-
ridors.

In recent years, due to changes in
forestry the western capercaillie
~ has become rare. Among the birds
of prey, the common buzzard, the

northern goshawk, the Eurasian

o sparrowhawk, and the common

" kestrel can be the most frequently

seen; the lesser spotted eagle and

the golden eagle are less common.

The water pipit and the already

4 rare black grouse are typical spe-
cies of the alpine and sub-alpine
meadows.

Tvrdon devatsilovy / Weevil



Pri prechadzke lesom Casto zacujeme klopanie
datla velkého alebo tesara cierneho. Pri vacsom
Stasti aj dubnika trojprstého a vzacneho datla bie-
lochrbtého. V nizsich polohach Oravic mézeme
spozorovat bociana cierneho.

Vo vodnych tokoch sa objavuje z ryb najma
cerebla potocna, hlavac pasoplutvy, pstruh
potocny a lipen tymianovy, ktoré su potravou
vydry riecnej.

Z hlodavcov je zaujimavy hrabac tatransky a my-
Sovka vrchovska. Typickym po stromoch sa obrat-
ne pohybujicim hlodavcom je veverica obycajna.
V horskych pralesovych porastoch bol zisteny
vzacny reliktny druh fozac Stvorpasy. V oblas-
ti stojatych vod a raselinisk najdeme pri troche
Stastia dravé vazky a rézne druhy pavikov.

Jelen lesny /
Red deer

®

While walking through the forest, we can often
hear the great spotted woodpecker or the black
woodpecker knocking, with a bit of luck even
the three-toed woodpecker and the rare white-
backed woodpecker. At lower elevations of Orav-
ice, we can observe the black stork.

We can mainly find in the waterways the brook
minnow, the Alpine bullhead, the brown trout,
and the grayling, which serve as food for the Eu-
ropean otter.

g/
Brown bear

PR At
Medved hned

The Tatra pine vole and the northern birch mouse
are among the interesting rodents. The red squir-
relis a typical tree living rodent.

The rare relict longhorn beetle has been found
in the old-growth forest vegetation. With a bit
of luck, we can find predatory dragonflies and
various kinds of spiders in lentic waters and peat-
lands.




Ochrana prirody v okoli Oravic sa viaze najma na
ochranu prirody Tatier. Medzi prvé zmienky ochra-
narskych opatreni patri spdsob ako oravski Thurzovci
skoncovali so zivelnym drancovanim a premenou le-
sov na pasienky, ked'v roku 1615 valaskym kolonistom
obmedzili stavy oviec na Unosné pocty. Svedectvo
o devastacii lesnych porastov nam podavajo materia-
ly spisského lesnika Fridricha Davida Fuchsa, ¢i prace
Williama Rowlanda, ktory poukazoval na skodlive
vplyvy lesnej pastvy.

Zaciatky cielavedomej ochranarskej aktivity mozeme
datovat do poslednej tretiny 19. storocia, kedy bol za-
lozeny Uhorsky karpatsky spolok. Tato prva turisticka
organizacia na slovenskej pode zakotvila starostlivost
o prirodu Tatier do svojich stanov. Ma velké zasluhy na
ochrane kamzika, svista i rysa. V ramci ochrany flory
venovali najviac pozornosti plesnivcu, ktory bol vtedy
vyhodnym obchodnym artiklom réznych kseftarov.
Medzi vojnami vzniklo viacero organizacii, ktoré sa
snazili o vyhlasenie narodného parku v Tatrach. Zlo-
movym sa stal povojnovy rok 1948. Osem desatroci
cielavedomych Usili v prospech uchovania tatranskej
prirody pre buduce generacie specatilo prijatie zakona
Slovenskej narodnej rady z 18. decembra 1948 o Tat-
ranskom narodnom parku, ktory sa tak stal prvym
narodnym parkom na Slovensku. Od roku 1987 boli za
sucast TANAP-u vyhlasené konecne aj Zapadné Tatry.

Nature protection around the Oravice area is mainly
connected to the nature protection of the Tatras. One
of the first references of protective measures includes
how the Orava Thurzo's stopped the unrestrained pil-
laging and transformation of forests into pastures,
when in 1615 they limited the Wallachian colonists’
sheep population to a bearable quantity. Evidence of
the forest devastation has been passed down to us by
the Spis forester David Friedrich Fuchs” records or by
William Rowlands” work, which pointed out the harm-
ful effects of grazing forest land.

The beginnings of systematic conservation activi-
ties can be dated to the last third of the 19th centu-
ry, when the Hungarian Carpathian Association was
established. This first tourist organization in Slovakia
established the conservation of the Tatras into their
statutes. The association greatly contributed to the
protection of the chamois, marmot and lynx. As for the
protection of the flora, they especially paid attention

| to the edelweiss, which was then preferred by various

smugglers as a lucrative business article.
During the interwar period, several organizations

. were formed aimed at establishing a national park
E in the High Tatras. The possibility for this declaration

came in the post-war year of 1948. Eight decades of
purposeful effort to promote the nature protection of
the Tatras for future generations was sealed with the
adoption of the High Tatra(s).National Park [TANAP]

b Act by the Slovak National Council on December 18,

1948, thus making it the first national park in Slovakia.

Since 1987, the Western Tatras have been declared as |

a part of TANAP.




Krasa tatranskej prirody a jej neocenitelna hod-
nota bola dévodom pre zaradenie Uzemia narod-
ného parku v roku 1993 rozhodnutim UNESCO do
siete biosférickych rezervacii v ramci programu
MaB (Clovek a biosféra).

Tatransky narodny park je zaradeny aj do sustavy
NATURA 2000. Na Gzemi TANAP-u sa nachadza
Uzemie europskeho vyznamu Tatry a Chrane-
né vtacie Uzemie Tatry. Cielom sUstavy NATURA
2000 je udrzanie alebo zlepsenie priaznivého
stavu vzacnych a ohrozenych druhov rastlin, zi-
vocichov a prirodzenych typov biotopov a tym
zachovanie biodiverzity na Gzemi tatov EU.

Najhodnotnejsie oblasti Oravic predstavujo ma-
loplosné chranené Uzemia Zapadnych Tatier
s 5. stupriom Uzemnej ochrany prirody.

Medzi narodné prirodné rezervacie (NPR) patria
Sivy vrch, Rohacské plesa, Osobita, Kotlov zlab
a Juranova dolina. Statdt prirodnej rezervacie
(PR) majo lokality Macie diery, Uplaziky a Medzi
bormi. Nemozno opomendt ani Narodnd prirodnd
pamiatku (NPP) Brestovska jaskynia.

The beauty of the Tatra nature and its inestima-
ble value was the reason for the 1993 inclusion of
the National Park territory into the UNESCO bio-
sphere reserves network within the Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) programme.

Plesnivec alpinsky / Edelweiss

The Tatra National Park is also included in the
NATURA 2000 network. Within the territory of
the Tatra National Park, we can find a territory of
European importance, Tatra Mountains, and the
Protected Bird Area of the Tatras. The aim of the
NATURA 2000 network is to maintain or improve
the favourable status of rare and endangered
plant and animal species and natural habitats,
and thus preserve biodiversity in the territory of
EU countries.

The most valuable areas of Oravice are represent-
ed by small protected areas in the Western Tatras,
which have the highest (5th) level of protection.
Grey Mountain (Sivy vrch), Rohace lakes, Osobita,
the Kotlov furrow and the Juran Valley belong
among the national nature reserve (NNRJ. Areas
such as the Cat holes (Macie diery), Uplaziky and
Medzi Bormi have the status of a nature reserve
(NR). We of course cannot forget the Brestovska
cave, a national nature monument (NNM).




N

(=)
(o]
===
=
b
—
=
=)
=
==}
(=]
=
-
=
—
=
=
rm
()
(=]
—
(7]
rm
£
=
(=)
—

Zo severnej strany Oravic patria medzi najzna-
mejsie chranené Uzemia so 4. stupfiom ochrany
mokrade Sosnina a Rudné v Chranenej krajinnej
oblasti Horna Orava v Oravskej kotline.

From the north side of Oravice, the best known
protected areas include the Sosnina and Rudné
fens, each with a 4th level of protection, and are
included in the Horna Orava (Upper Orava) pro-
tected landscape area.




POZNAL A \ PRI
ORAVIC '

Priroda Oravic ma svoje neopakovatelné caro.
Snad' nikde v okoli nenajdete na jednom mies-

te tolko moznosti na spoznavanie a uzivanie si- *

kras prirody. Od hlbokych ladovcovych dolin, po
ocarujuce vrcholky tatranskych stitov, zalesnené
vrcholky Skorusinskych vrchov, rozsiahle pasien-
ky, teplé pramene, horské bystriny.

To vsetko pospletané turistickymi chodnickami,
cyklistickymi trasami, pripravenymi nas previest
Uzasnou krajinou. Samotné Oravice sU vycho-
diskovym bodom pre viaceré turistickeé vylety.

4‘\
J \’V‘ 3 R,
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.V Oraviciach vznikli dve turisticky znatkované .‘
| trasy pre telesne postihnutych navstevnikov,

ved( Tichou a Bobroveckou dolinou. Obe tieto
doliny sU pospajané viacerymi turistickymi chod-
' nickami, pre zdatnych aj menej zdatnych turistov.
Najvyhladavanejsou trasou je prechod Jurarovou
tiesnavou, ¢i vystup na Skorusinu. Pre narocnej-
Sich existuju viaceré turistické trasy napajajice

1. sa na hrebenr Zapadnych Tatier. V Oraviciach bol

vybudovany naucny chodnik vedici popod vrchol

Magurky, ktory poskytuje navitevnikom prekras- -

ne vyhlady a prijemné aktivne stravenie dia na

jeho trase. Oravice su pre vsetkych milovnikov !

Sportu a prirody pristupné pocas celého roka.

V turistickych a informacnych centrach si moz-

no zaobstarat nevyhnutné mapy a sprievodcoy,
z ktorych mozno cerpat potrebné informacie.

The Oravice nature has its own unique charm.
Perhaps nowhere in the nearby surroundings can
you find so many opportunities for exploring and
enjoying the beauty of nature in one place: from
deep glacial valleys to fabulous Tatra peaks, the
forested peaks of the Skorusinské Mountains, vast
grasslands, hot springs and mountain streams.

All this beauty is interlaced with hiking paths and
biking trails prepared to guide us through the
amazing landscape. Oravice itself is the starting
point for several excursions.

o R
In Oravice, two marked hiking trails for disabled
visitors have been formed leading through the
Ticha and Bobrovecka valleys. Both valleys are
connected to several hiking paths, for both high-
ly-experienced and novice hikers.

The most sought paths are the passing along the .

Juran canyon and the climb up the Skorusina hill.

For more experienced tourists, there are several

paths connected to the ridge of the Western Ta-
tras. A nature trail leading underneath the peak

of Magurka has been built in Oravice; it provides

visitors with beautiful views and an enjoyable
place to spend an active day on its trail. Oravice is
accessible throughout the whole year for all sport
and nature lovers.

I Tourist and information centres contain the es-

sential maps and guidebooks which can provide
you with all the necessary information.
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